no                       Moral Motives                     [523-24

viduals, the whole necessarily disappears. On the* other
hand, it is equally evident that there is no such thing as an
isolated consciousness; man's whole psychical existence is
bound up in the society to which he belongs and with which
he takes his place in the immeasurable chain of universal
moral development From this point of view we can under-
stand at once both the unconditioned primacy of the social
will over the individual will, and the significance of a conflict
between the two. The will is moral as regards its results, so
long as its action conforms to the social will; as regards its
character or disposition, so long as the motives that deter-
mine it coincide with the ends of the social will. Motives
that relate to ends which are indifferent to the social will are
morally indifferent That disposition or tendency is im-
moral, on the other hand, which represents a revolt of the
individual against the social will. Hence the ultimate source
of immorality is always egoism. All other motives opposed
to the social will, such as hatred, revenge, carelessness, or
indifference to the general interests, are finally reducible
to egoism.

Since, however, the social will is not a single all-embracing
reality, but is divided into various gradations, evidently the
authority which the motives governing a given social will
have over individual wills is relative rather than absolute.
The social will of a community may be diverted for a longer
or a shorter period from its permanent ends. This is
regularly the case when the self-seeking of individuals has
taken possession of the collective will: in such circumstances
the strife between the individual and society often means only
a conflict between weaker and stronger egoism. The same
conflict occurs in another form when a narrower social will
opposes a more comprehensive one; when, for example,
the interest of a single family enters the lists against that of
the State, or when the temporary advantage of a people is